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Various have been the efforts that the reactionaries and
their numerous sympathizers have been making in India, to
ensure the defeat of the progressives and if possible to ensure
the realization of their own ideals. Of these efforts we are
concerned, of course, only with those w.hich have to do with
the Muslim religion ; yet these have been among the most
important. There was a precarious alliance set up by a few
Muslims between their progress and their religion, which we
have sketched above. In spite of it, on the whole it might
be stated that during say the first year or two of the Second
World War, the reactionaries managed to make an almost
complete capture of middle-class Islam. They set about to
use this victory with skill and to immense advantage.
Presently however it began to seem that the leadership in this
new movement could not rest with the overt reactionaries
(by class, mostly landlord) ; but might pass to the. middle
classes themselves, whose policy was one of hesitancy be-
tween obstructionism and anti-imperialist advance. For a
time the new movement simply attacked and disrupted
Indian nationalism. More recently it has shown signs of
turning to the emergence of a second, Muslim, nationalism
within the other. These shifts and tactics have been subtle ;
and are to be studied primarily in their political aspects.
We shall return to them later, therefore ; under the political
head.
At this stage in our study, our business is to examine
how the social reactionaries laid hold on the process of
development of the ideas of bourgeois Islam, and diverted
that process to their own use. We have already observed
how the religious ideas of the liberals were being transformed
by the evolving social background into becoming objectively
conservative. From that it has been but a step to render
them reactionary. To that step we shall return in a moment.
Meanwhile we notice how thin can be the distinction be-
tween many of the ideas of progressives and reactionaries,
by observing the use which the latter, with a slight con-
tortion, can make of the ideological achievements. of the
religiously advanced. Any reactionary movement has to